
CITY OF MORRISON COUNCIL MEETING 
Whiteside County Board Room, 400 N. Cherry St., Morrison, IL 

January 11, 2016   ♦   7 p.m. 
AGENDA 

 
 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

V. BOARD & COMMISSION REPORTS 
1. Planning/Zoning Commission (att) 

 
VI. REPORT OF CITY OFFICERS/REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS  

1. Chief of Police (att) 
 

VII. CONSENT AGENDA (FOR ACTION)  
1. December 14, 2015 Regular Session Minutes (att 
2. Bills Payable (att) 
3. November 2015 Treasurers Report (att) 
4. December 2015 Treasurers Report (att) 

 
VIII. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA (FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION) 

 
IX. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

1. Ordinance #16-01 – Accepting Nelson Easement and Memorandum of Understanding (att) 
 

X. OTHER ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION, DISCUSSION & INFORMATION 
1. Discuss the platting of lots on West Winfield 
2. Union Grove Request for Patrol 

 
XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

1. Release of Executive Session Minutes 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(21) 
2. To consider the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal 

of specific employees of the public body 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1) 
 

XII. ACTION FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 
1. Resolution #16-01 – Release of Executive Session Minutes 
2. Motion to approve Wage Adjustment 

 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 







 

Morrison Police Department Monthly Report 
December 2015 
 

200 West Main Street, Morrison, Illinois 61270    Emergency 911    Non-Emergency 815-772-7659    Fax 815-772-4291 

  
  Happy Holidays! 
   

 
   

   
   

 

On behalf of the Morrison Police Department, Happy 
Holidays to you and your family!  If you are traveling over 
the holidays, please be safe!  Best wishes in 2016! 

SCAMS … 
 
Don’t become a victim to scams and fraud! 
 
There always seems to be some sort of scam moving through our 
community.  A couple of the more recent scams include the following. 
 
IRS SCAM – One current scam circulating is a call from someone 
claiming to represent the IRS.  The “IRS representative or agent” 
demands that you send money through Western Union or otherwise 
send money to avoid being arrested.  This is a scam.  The IRS will not 
call you and will not conduct themselves in this manner. 
 
WAL-MART CHECK – Many are receiving in the mail, what appears to 
be a refund check or mystery shopper check from Wal-Mart.  The 
letter and check certainly looks legitimate.  The letter encourages you 
to immediately deposit the check into your bank account and also 
send a portion of the refund or balance through a wire transfer.  This 
is a scam.  This is an attempt to obtain your account information and 
have you send money before the check “bounces.” 
 
Tips 
 

 Do not give your personal and/or banking information to 
anyone over the phone.  Additionally, be cautious with any 
unexpected calls of someone trying to confirm your personal 
information.  This can be a scam. 

 If you have to send money to receive an award, refund, etc., it 
is a scam! 

 If you receive an unexpected check in the mail, please be 
cautious.  The check may be fraudulent. 

 If you receive any calls threatening arrest unless an amount is 
paid, this is fraudulent. 

 If it sounds too good to be true … it is! 
 
Please contact MPD with any suspicious activity! 

 

Staff Notes … 
 
Happy Birthday to 
Officer Lonnie Smith on 
Dec. 16! 
 
Happy Birthday to 
Officer Curt Workman 
on Dec. 27! 
 

Training 
 
Even though the Budget 
Impasse of the State of 
Illinois continues, some 
of the funding for 
training has been 
approved and 
reinstated.  Training is 
scheduled to 
commence in January. 
 
Training Scheduled: 
 
Body Worn Cameras 
Dec. 2 
Normal 
Melton 
 
FBINAA National 
Conference 
July 23-26, 2016 
St. Louis, MO 
Melton 
 
 
 
MPD is a member agency 

with the  
Northwest Illinois 
Criminal Justice 

Commission  
Mobile Training Unit #1 

                   
Commission Chairperson 

Brian Melton 
Training Coordinator 

Doug Fargher 
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Miscellaneous Updates … 
 
UNION GROVE TOWNSHIP REQUEST – Road Commissioner Arnie 
Vegter has approached me requesting an agreement be considered 
between the City of Morrison and Union Grove Township for limited 
police services.  Mr. Vegter is receiving complaints of speeders within 
his township just outside the city limits of Morrison.  He is seeking the 
Police Department to conduct traffic (speed) enforcement in three 
areas where reduced speed limits are posted.  This will be presented 
to the City Council in the near future for discussion and consideration. 
 
LEAD HOMICIDE INVESTIGATOR – The State of Illinois requires 
any law enforcement officer managing a homicide investigation be 
trained and certified as a Lead Homicide Investigator.  In November 
Officer Kevin Soenksen and I both met the state requirements and 
became certified for this requirement.  We must maintain this 
certification with ongoing training over a 3-year period.  Hopefully this 
is a certification we never need to use! 
 
RIFLE ORDERED – As part of MPD’s current budget and equipment 
plan, on Dec. 18, an additional tactical rifle was ordered through Rock 
River Arms, Colona, IL.  This is a fully automatic tactical rifle with a 
cost of $1,874.  The plan at MPD is to eventually equip each officer 
with a tactical rifle.  With this most recent order, we will have 4.  This 
plan supports the overall goal to constantly improve officer safety 
through training and equipment. 
 
PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS – This month, I completed 
performance evaluations on all full-time officers and reviewed those 
with each officer.  I believe these reviews were productive.  

Ordinance Enforcement Efforts 
 
We continue with our ordinance enforcement efforts against nuisances 
on properties even with violations lessening this time of year.  We 
occasionally provide you (City Admin. & Council) with a listing of these 
properties.  Please feel free to contact MPD with any complaints and 
feedback you may have regarding these violations and efforts. 
 

Sergeant Position  
 
The need continues for the Sergeant position within MPD!  During 
busier times, the lack of direct support staff, supervisory role of this 
position and overall operational need only worsens.  The planning for 
this position has existed since 2010 and the funding has been budgeted 
for the past few years.  In January of 2016, I hope to begin the 
promotional process for this position. 
 

November 
Statistics 
 
Format:  
 2015 / 2014 
 
Calls For Service 
204 / 194 
 
Traffic Crashes 
11 / 11 
 
Complaints 
36 / 25 
 
Traffic Stops 
28 / 21 
 
Criminal Arrests 
3 / 0 
 
Traffic Citations 
6 / 5 
 
Traffic Warnings 
16 / 17 
 
Ordinance Violations 
35 / 22 
 
Miles Patrolled 
4,575 / 3,700 
 
Crime Index 
 
2010 – 1,908.10 
2011 – 1,404.40 
2012 – 1,362.70 
2013 – 1,408.79* 
2014 – 1,181.95* 
 
*Unofficial 
 
Police/Population Ratio 
 
Morrison is 1 / 698 
Nat’l Avg. is 1 / 455 
 

More comprehensive 
statistics are available 

upon request. 
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 Drop Box 
in the lobby at the  

Whiteside County  
Sheriff’s Office 

 

 
 

City Wide 
Speed Limit 

Unless Otherwise Posted 
 

Presentations, Meetings & Events 
  School Search 

 
On Dec. 11, at the School’s 
request, we conducted a 
search of the High and 
Junior Schools with K-9 
Units.  One arrest was 
made for possession of 
cannabis. 

 
   

 

 

Crime Stoppers 
 
I was not able to 
attend the monthly 
meeting of Crime 
Stoppers on Dec. 7 in 
Sterling.   
 
 
 

Vacation 
 
I will be on vacation 
between the 
holidays.  I have no 
plans for traveling 
out of the area and 
should be available if 
necessary. 

Citizen Alert Notification System 
 
On June 19, 2015, the City implemented a new citizen alert system. This 
system notifies our community of emergencies, weather alerts and other 
important information.  We continue to work on public awareness of the 
system in an effort to promote more citizen participation by to signing up for 
the alerts.  Since June, we have had 268 self-registrations and 14 manual 
registrations with an overall total of 1,792 contacts in the system.   
 
The public may register and sign up now for alerts by going to our official 
website at www.morrisonil.org and look for the “CITIZEN ALERT” icon on the 
home page or by following this link:  
 
https://member.everbridge.net/index/892807736723197 
 
The public may also sign up by contacting City Hall and completing a form.  
We will then enter their information into the system. 

 

Conclusion …  
 
This is a summary of statistics, highlights, activities and other 
information.  I hope this report continues to be informative to you.  If 
you have any questions or would like to see other information in this 
report, please feel free to contact me at your convenience.  Please know 
that I welcome any and all feedback that you may have! 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Brian R. Melton 
Chief of Police 
Email:  bmelton@morrisonil.org 
Cell:  815-499-7887 
 

 
LIKE us on 
Facebook! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.morrisonil.org/
https://member.everbridge.net/index/892807736723197
mailto:bmelton@morrisonil.org


STATE OF ILLINOIS         December 14, 2015 
COUNTY OF WHITESIDE 
CITY OF MORRISON 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
 
 

The Morrison City Council met in Regular Session on December 14, 2015 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Whiteside County Board Room, 400 North Cherry Street, Morrison, IL.  Mayor 
Everett Pannier called the meeting to order.  City Administrator Barry Dykhuizen recorded the 
minutes, as Clerk Melanie Schroeder was absent. 

 
Aldermen present on roll call were: Dale Eizenga, Michael Blean, , Mick 

Welding, Curt Bender, Vernon Tervelt, Dave Helms and Arlyn Deets.  Aldermen Harvey 
Zuidema was absent. 

 
Other City Officials present included: City Administrator Barry Dykhuizen, 

Director of Public Works Gary Tresenriter, Chief of Police Brian Melton and City Treasurer 
Evan Haag. 
 
  There was no public comment. 
 
  Alderman Bender moved to approve the Consent Agenda, which consisted of the 
following: November 23, 2015 Regular Session Minutes; Bills Payable; October 2015 Treasurers 
Report, Cancellation of December 28, 2015 Council Meeting, seconded by Alderman Tervelt.  
On a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Blean, Welding, Bender, Tervelt, Helms, Deets, Eizenga) and 0 
nays, the motion carried. 
 
  Items for Consideration and Possible Action: 
1) Alderman Helms moved to adopt Ordinance #15-18 – Annual Tax Levy, seconded by 

Alderman Bender.  On a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Welding, Bender, Tervelt, Helms, Deets, 
Eizenga, Blean) and 0 nays, the motion carried. 

2) Alderman Welding moved to approve the Request for Street Closure from Johnick Petry for 
movie filming, seconded by Alderman Blean.  On a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Bender, Tervelt, 
Helms, Deets, Eizenga, Blean, Welding) and 0 nays, the motion carried. 

3) Alderman Helms moved to adopt Ordinance #15-20 – Disposal of Surplus Property, 
seconded by Alderman Deets.  On a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Tervelt, Helms, Deets, Eizenga, 
Blean, Welding, Bender) and 0 nays, the motion carried. 

 
Other Items for Consideration, Discussion & Information: 

1) Council discussed a potential 2016 street project.CA Dykhuizen proposed West Wall Street. 
2) CA Dykhuizen reviewed the recent Standard & Poor’s Rating. 
 

Being no further business, Alderman Eizenga moved to adjourn the meeting, 
seconded by Alderman Zuidema.  On a voice vote, the motion carried. 

 
Meeting adjourned the meeting at 7:22 p.m. 
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Approved:   
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Everett Pannier, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
        
Melanie T. Schroeder, City Clerk  









































 
ORDINANCE NO. 16-01 

 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING EASEMENT  

 FROM HUGH NELSON AND AUTHORIZING 
EXECUTION OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 
 
 WHEREAS,  the City will be undertaking construction of a new Waste Water Treatment 
Plant, which plant will require easements from Hugh Nelson, and 
 
  WHEREAS, the City Council desires to accept the Easement signed and tendered by 
Hugh Nelson and authorize execution of Memorandum of Understanding. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of 
Morrison, Illinois, as follows: 
 
 SECTION 1. The Easements from Hugh Nelson, copies of which are attached hereto as 
Exhibit A, are accepted and approved.  The Clerk is directed, after receipt of a signed 
Agreement, to record the Easements, at the earliest convenient opportunity.   
  
 SECTION 2. The Mayor is authorized to execute the Memorandum of Understanding 
attached as Exhibit B. 
 

SECTION 3. Be it further resolved that all Ordinance and parts of Ordinances in 
conflict herewith are to the extent of such conflict hereby repealed. 

 
SECTION 4. Be it further resolved that this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect 

from and after its passage and approval and publication as required by law. 
  
SECTION 5. This Ordinance is read and approved this _____ day of January, 2016. 
 
 
 
 

  _______________________________________ 
        Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 

City Clerk 
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