
CITY OF MORRISON COUNCIL MEETING 
Whiteside County Board Room, 400 N. Cherry St., Morrison, IL 

December 14, 2015   ♦   7 p.m. 
AGENDA 

 
 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

V. BOARD & COMMISSION REPORTS 
1. Park & Recreation Advisory Board (att) 
2. Historic Preservation Commission (att) 

 
VI. REPORT OF CITY OFFICERS/REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS  

1. City Engineer (att) 
 

VII. CONSENT AGENDA (FOR ACTION)  
1. November 23, 2015 Regular Session Minutes (att) 
2. Bills Payable (att) 
3. October 2015 Treasurers Report (att) 
4. Cancel December 28, 2015 Council Meeting 

 
VIII. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA (FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION) 

 
IX. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

1. Ordinance #15-18 – Annual Tax Levy (att) 
2. Request for Street Closure – Johnick Petry – Movie Filming (att) 
3. Ordinance #15-20 – Disposal of Surplus Property (att) 

 
X. OTHER ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION, DISCUSSION & INFORMATION 

1. 2016 Street Project (att) 
2. Standard & Poor’s Rating Review (att) 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 



 
 

MORRISON PARKS & REC BOARD 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Tuesday, November 17, 2015  -  7:00 PM 

City Hall 200 W Main St 
Lower Level 

 

I. Call to Order at 7:10pm  
II. Roll Call/Attendance 

a. Board Members 
a. Kelly West – Present 
b. Jim Strating - Present 
c. Matt Tichler - Present 
d. Brad Yaklich - Absent 
e. Barb Benson - Present 

b. Visitors Present 
a. Parks & Rec Director Jim DuBois 
b. Aldermen Vern Tervelt 
c. Scott Stocker 

III. Public Comment 
a. Scott Stocker 

1. Gave overview of the game Pickleball 
2. He started program in DeWitt 
3. Looked at our current parks and Waterworks is the most suitable for some 

pickleball courts 
4. Could add portable nets to make 4 courts (main tennis net will be back net 

separating the 2 sets of courts 
IV. Minutes presented from October 20th, 2015 Meeting. 

a. Motion by Barb Benson, 2nd Jim Strating.  All in favor. 
V. New Business 

a. Waterworks Park Questions - Old sewer plant will add 5 acres to existing Waterworks 
park.  Discussion was made about possibly adding a 6 foot high berm to help with 
flooding and other suggestions were to do some planting to keep creek access open and 
would help with flooding as well. 

b. Pickleball at Waterworks - Pickleball sounds like it is something we want to pursue but 
due to gym space during the winter months, it will have to wait until the spring. 

c. 2016 Meeting Dates - Jim will make some adjustments due to some members not being 
able to attend some of the already planned meetings. 



 
 

VI. Old Business 
a. Establishing a 501c3 fund program – Parks and Rec will work in unison with Friends of 

the Park since they are already a 501c3 program 
b. Donation Program Plan – No update.  Jim will work on plan during the winter so we can 

come up with a wish list. 
c. 2016 Flag Football – flyer has been created.  Will plan on playing on Sunday’s at Sports 

Complex with the plan of 6 games and 2 weeks of practice.  Practices will start early 
August with games done by end of September. 

d.  No mow zones – Jim is in contact with Soil and Conservation Office to see about their 
recommendations to have no mow zones at French Creek where old soccer fields were.  
Other ideas were Butterfly gardens, repairing planting or other forms of prairie 
restoration. 

VII. Items for next meeting 
a. Dog park ideas 
b. Flood plain ideas 
c. Establishing 2016 Meeting dates 

VIII. Adjournment – Motion Barb Benson, 2nd Jim Strating.  All in Favor.  8:30pm 
 







 

Memo to: Mr. Gary Tresenriter – Director of Public Works From:  Fehr Graham 
Subject:  Engineering Report – November 2015   Date: December 10, 2015 
 
A. Waste Water Treatment Plant (WWTP): 

A formal loan offer for the new WWTP project was received from the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency for a total loan amount of $15,166,000 at 1.86% for 20 years.  The loan was 
accepted and an official Notice of Award was sent to Leander Construction, Inc. from Canton, 
Illinois along with contract documents for the WWTP construction.  After the contract 
documents are completed and approved, a Notice to Proceed will be issued to Leander 
Construction to commence work in accordance with the agreement.  A preliminary schedule was 
provided by Leander showing the final construction being completed in August of 2017.  A pre-
construction meeting was scheduled for early December with the hopes of starting construction 
yet this year.   

 
B. Genesee Avenue Pump Station: 

The Genesee Avenue Pump Station project revisions are being completed and will be provided 
to the IEPA for their review and approval.  Project bidding is anticipated for early 2016. 
   

C. Waterworks Park Pump Station and Collection Sewers:  
The Waterworks Park Pump Station and Collection Sewer project revisions are being completed 
and will be provided to the IEPA for their review and approval. Bidding and the start of 
construction is anticipated for early 2016. 

 
D. IEPA Compliance Commitment Agreement (CCA): 

The City is in compliance with the CCA.  The agreement requires the City to continue efforts 
and measures to reduce infiltration and inflow (I/I).  Fehr Graham continues to work with the 
City in the advancement of various measures to identify and reduce I/I. 

 
E. IL 78 Access Permit for the Waste Water Treatment Plant: 

The City has requested a new access point on Illinois Route 78 to serve the proposed Waste 
Water Treatment Plant.  The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is in agreement with 
the proposed plans and will approve construction of the new access point after the signed 
application is submitted along with a permit bond.  The application has been completed and 
Leander Construction is securing the required permit bond.  The final application packet will be 
submitted to IDOT for approval in early December. 

 
F. 2015 Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) Street Project: 

Wall Street from the east side of Clinton St. to Jackson St. and Jackson Street from Pine St. to 
Wall St. is the 2015 MFT street improvement.  Civil Constructors, Inc. from Freeport, Illinois 
substantially completed this project during the month of October.  A final walk-thru of the 
improvements was completed and final quantities were tallied.  The project included pavement 
patching and a hot-mix asphalt overlay.  The final project documentation including the 
Engineer’s Final Payment Estimate was approved by the City Council and was forwarded to IDOT 
for final approval.   

 
G. Misc. Items: 

 Assist City Staff and Elected Officials as requested. 
 Attendance at council meetings and other meetings as requested. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Shawn L. Ortgiesen, P.E. 
Project Manager 
O:\Morrison, City of\12-212\Monthly Reports\SLO_12-212_November2015_Eng_Report.docx 



STATE OF ILLINOIS         November 23, 2015 
COUNTY OF WHITESIDE 
CITY OF MORRISON 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
 
 

The Morrison City Council met in Regular Session on November 23, 2015 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Whiteside County Board Room, 400 North Cherry Street, Morrison, IL.  Mayor 
Everett Pannier called the meeting to order.  City Clerk Melanie Schroeder recorded the minutes. 

 
Aldermen present on roll call were: Dale Eizenga, Harvey Zuidema, Mick 

Welding, Vernon Tervelt, Dave Helms and Arlyn Deets.  Aldermen Michael Blean and Curt 
Bender were absent. 

 
Other City Officials present included: City Administrator Barry Dykhuizen, and 

City Treasurer Evan Haag. 
 
  There was no public comment. 
 
  Mayor Pannier has attended the following meetings within the last month: DCEO 
meeting regarding the state of the State; Northern Illinois Mayor’s Association; and ComEd 
regarding their tree-trimming process.  The IEPA loan paperwork for the waste water treatment 
plant has been signed and returned to the IEPA. 
 
  Alderman Zuidema moved to approve the Consent Agenda, which consisted of 
the following: November 9, 2015 Regular Session Minutes; Bills Payable; FY2015 & 2016 
FICA/IMRF to Odell Library: $13,597.28; 2016 Holiday Schedule; 2016 Annual Meeting 
Schedule; Resolution #15-15 – Abate Real Estate Taxes – Dyke Property; Resolution #15-16 – 
Abate Real Estate Taxes – Berge//Leal Property; Approval of Change in Plans – Wall & Jackson 
Street Project; and Approval of Final Payment – Wall & Jackson Street Project, seconded by 
Alderman Eizenga.  On a roll call vote of 6 ayes (Zuidema, Welding, Tervelt, Helms, Deets, 
Eizenga) and 0 nays, the motion carried. 
 
  Items for Consideration and Possible Action: 
1) Alderman Helms move to approve the Request for Street Closure – Emmanuel Reformed 

Church Car Show to be held on August 27, 2016, seconded by Alderman Tervelt.  On a roll 
call vote of 6 ayes (Welding, Tervelt, Helms, Deets, Eizenga, Zuidema) and 0 nays, the 
motion carried. 

2) Alderman Welding moved to approve the Requests for Street Closure, Parade Permit for the 
Christmas Walk and Parade to be held on December 5, 2015, seconded by Alderman 
Zuidema.  On a roll call vote of 6 ayes (Tervelt, Helms, Deets, Eizenga, Zuidema, Welding) 
and 0 nays, the motion carried. 

 
Other Items for Consideration, Discussion & Information: 

3) Kim Ewoldsen, Economic Development Director, presented a report/update regarding 
Morrison Area Development Corporation and Morrison Chamber of Commerce activities. 
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November 23, 2015 Council Meeting 



 
 
 

Executive Session: 
1) Pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(6)), Alderman Eizenga moved to enter Executive Session to 

consider the setting of a price for the sale or lease of property owned by the public, seconded 
by Alderman Tervelt.  On a roll call vote of 6 ayes (Helms, Deets, Eizenga, Zuidema, 
Welding, Tervelt) and 0 nays, the motion carried.  Executive Session began at 7:50 p.m. 

2) Regular session resumed at 8:31 p.m. 
3) There was no action as a result of Executive Session. 
 

Being no further business, Alderman Eizenga moved to adjourn the meeting, 
seconded by Alderman Zuidema.  On a voice vote, the motion carried. 

 
Meeting adjourned the meeting at 8:33 p.m. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Approved:   
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Everett Pannier, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
        
Melanie T. Schroeder, City Clerk  





















ORDINANCE NO. 15-18 
 

ORDINANCE FOR THE LEVY OF TAXES FOR THE CORPORATE PURPOSES OF 
THE CITY OF MORRISON, WHITESIDE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, FOR THE PERIOD 

COMMENCING ON THE FIRST DAY OF MAY, 2016, AND ENDING ON THE 
THIRTIETH DAY OF APRIL, 2017. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Illinois Municipal Code provides for and specifies procedures for 
adoption of an annual tax levy; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has undertaken analysis of the needs of the City of 
Morrison for the upcoming fiscal year; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council hereby finds that it is in the best interest of the residents of 
the City of Morrison, and necessary for the operation of the City, to adopt the tax levy set forth 
below.  
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF MORRISON, WHITESIDE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
            SECTION ONE: The City Council of the City of Morrison finds that the recitals set forth 
above are true and correct and incorporate the recitals within this Ordinance. 
 
 SECTION TWO:  That the sum of $566,400 being part of the total budgeted appropriated 
amount heretofore legally made for the corporate purposes of the City of Morrison, which is 
commencing on the first day of May 2016 and ending on the thirtieth day of April, 2017, be and 
the same is hereby levied and assessed on all property subject to taxation within the City of 
Morrison according to the value of the property as assessed and equalized for state and county 
purposes for the current year. 
 
 SECTION THREE:  The City Council finds and determines that it is in the best interest 
of the City of Morrison to levy taxes in the aggregate specified amounts identified in Section 
TWO,  and therefore levies that aggregate amount and identified by the following specific sums 
encompassing the aggregate levy for the fiscal year ending April 30, 2017: 
 
Tax Levy Summary 
General Corporate Tax    132,900       (65 ILCS 5/8-3-1) 
IMRF        40,000        (40 ILCS 5/7-172 & 173) 
Fire Protection       65,000        (65 ILCS 5/11-7-1) 
Police Protection      39,850        (65 ILCS 5/11-1-3) 
Library Tax           79,750        (75 ILCS 5/3-1) 
Audit        30,000        (65 ILCS 5/8-8-8) 
Library Building & Maintenance Tax    10,700        (75 ILCS 5/3-1) 
Social Security      45,000        (40 ILCS 5/21-110) 
Street Lighting Tax      26,700        (70 ILCS 3305/9) 
Insurance       96,500        (745 ILCS 10/9-107) 
Total      $          566,400 
 



 
SECTION FOUR:  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 

passage approval and publication as required by law. 
 
 SECTION FIVE:  The City Clerk is hereby directed to publish this Ordinance in 
pamphlet form and to Certify and file this Ordinance with the County Clerk of Whiteside County 
on or before the time required by law. 
 

Passed by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Morrison, Whiteside County, 
Illinois on this   day of December, 2015. 

 
     
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
        MAYOR 

 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
  CITY CLERK 
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ORDINANCE NO. 15-20 
 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS 
PERSONAL PROPERTY 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Morrison is the owner of certain personal property more 
specifically described on Exhibit A; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the opinion of the corporate authorities of the City of Morrison that the 
City has no use for the personal property described above and that it is in the best interests of the 
City to sell or dispose of the same. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and the Council of the City of 
Morrison, Whiteside County, Illinois as follows:  
  
 SECTION 1:  The recitals set forth in the preambles of this ordinance are true and correct 
and incorporated herein as if fully set forth in this Section 1. 
 
 SECTION 2:  The Mayor and City Council find that the personal property described in 
Exhibit A is not necessary or useful to the City and thus the City Administrator or his designee is 
hereby authorized to undertake disposal of the specifically described surplus property with the 
property being sold or disposed of in an “as is” condition and the proceeds deposited into 
appropriate city accounts as determined by the City Administrator. 
 
 SECTION 3:  The Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to do all 
things necessary and essential, including execution of any documents affecting transfer, to carry 
out the provisions of this ordinance and effectuate sale or disposal of the surplus property 
described above. 
 
 SECTION 4:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 
and approval, and publication in the manner provided by law.  
 
 SECTION 5:  All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are, to the 
extent of such conflict, hereby repealed. 
 
 SECTION 6:  The provisions and sections of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be 
separable and the invalidity of any portion of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity of the 
remainder. 
 
 SECTION 7:  The City Clerk is hereby directed to publish this ordinance in pamphlet 
form. 
 
 Passed by the Mayor and the City Council of the City of Morrison on the    day of 
    ,   .  
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         Mayor 
 
ATTEST:  
 
 
 
_______________________________  
        City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A 
 
 
Items to be declared surplus property: 
 1992 CASE 580 Super K Backhoe 
 1997 Ford One Ton Dump Truck 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Route 
 

County 
 

Local Agency 
 

Section 

Grape & Wall Inters 
Whiteside 
Morrison 
Cost Review 

 

(Construction) Estimate of Cost
 

Location and brief description (Sta. and land description of beginning; Sta. only for end for county and road districts; street limits for municipality.) 
Project includes overlaying the existing surface with 2 1/4 - inches of hot-mix, patching 10% of the pavement, 
removing existing sidewalk and curb to install curb ramps for ADA compliance, and related appurtenances.   
      
      

 

Total Project Length
Net Length

 Bridge or Culvert 

Surface Type HMA  Shoulder Type C&G Length 
Width        Width Width 
 

 

Item 
Number 

Items Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Cost 

 CARRIED FORWARD  
1 PAVEMENT REMOVAL SQ YD 56.00 6.50 $ 364.00
2 AGGREGATE BASE COURSE, TYPE B TON 26.00 18.00 $ 468.00
3 BITUMINOUS MATERIALS (PRIME COAT) GAL 56.00 3.25 $ 182.00
4 AGGREGATE (PRIME COAT) TON 1.00 15.00 $  15.00
5 LEVELING BINDER (MACHINE METHOD), N50 TON 25.00 85.00 $2,125.00
6 HOT-MIX ASPHALT BINDER COURSE, IL-19.0 TON 13.00 90.00 $1,170.00
7 HOT-MIX ASPHALT SURFACE COURSE, MIX C TON 50.00 95.00 $4,750.00
8 MANHOLES TO BE ADJUSTED EACH 1.00 800.00 $ 800.00
9 VALVE BOXES TO BE ADJUSTED EACH 1.00 500.00 $ 500.00
10 HMA SURFACE REMOVAL (BUTT JOINT) SQ YD 31.00 5.00 $ 155.00
11 COMB CONC CURB & GUTTER, TYPE B6.18 FOOT 120.00 25.00 $3,000.00
12 CURB & GUTTER REMOVAL FOOT 120.00 5.00 $ 600.00
13 PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE SIDEWALK 5 SQ FT 660.00 7.00 $4,620.00
14 SIDEWALK REMOVAL SQ FT 660.00 2.00 $1,320.00
15 DETECTABLE WARNINGS EACH 16.00 40.00 $ 640.00
                
16 CONSTRUCTION CONTINGENCY (15%) EACH 1.00 3,106.35 $3,106.35
17 DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING EACH 1.00 3,106.35 $3,106.35
                
                
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
     Page Total   Total Estimated Cost  $26,921.70

 

Made by Shawn Ortgiesen, P.E. Date 03/09/2015
 

Checked by       Date  
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December 3, 2015 

  

City of Morrison 

200 West Main Street 

Morrison, IL 61270 

Attention: Mr. Barry Dykhuizen, City Administrator 

  

Re: Morrison, Illinois, Issuer Credit Rating   

  

Dear Mr. Dykhuizen:  

 

 

Standard & Poor's Ratings Services ("Ratings Services") has reviewed the rating on the above-

listed issuer. Based on our review, we have raised our credit rating from "BBB" to "A-" and 

changed the outlook to positive from stable. A copy of the rationale supporting the rating and 

outlook is enclosed. 

 

This letter constitutes Ratings Services’ permission for you to disseminate the above rating to 

interested parties in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. However, permission for 

such dissemination (other than to professional advisors bound by appropriate confidentiality 

arrangements) will become effective only after we have released the rating on 

standardandpoors.com. Any dissemination on any Website by you or your agents shall include the 

full analysis for the rating, including any updates, where applicable.  

 

To maintain the rating, Standard & Poor’s must receive all relevant financial and other 

information, including notice of material changes to financial and other information provided to us 

and in relevant documents, as soon as such information is available. Relevant financial and other 

information includes, but is not limited to, information about direct bank loans and debt and debt-

like instruments issued to, or entered into with, financial institutions, insurance companies and/or 

other entities, whether or not disclosure of such information would be required under S.E.C. Rule 

15c2-12. You understand that Ratings Services relies on you and your agents and advisors for the 

accuracy, timeliness and completeness of the information submitted in connection with the rating 

and the continued flow of material information as part of the surveillance process. Please send all 

information via electronic delivery to pubfin_statelocalgovt@standardandpoors.com. If SEC rule 

17g-5 is applicable, you may post such information on the appropriate website. For any 

information not available in electronic format or posted on the applicable website, 

 

Please send hard copies to:   

Standard & Poor’s Ratings Services  

Public Finance Department 

55 Water Street 

130 East Randolph Street 
Suite 2900 
Chicago, IL 60601 
tel 312-233-7000  
reference no.: 40233672  
  

 

 

 

mailto:pubfin_statelocalgovt@standardandpoors.com
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            PF Ratings U.S. (7/18/14) 

New York, NY 10041-0003 

 

The rating is subject to the Terms and Conditions, if any, attached to the Engagement Letter 

applicable to the rating. In the absence of such Engagement Letter and Terms and Conditions, the 

rating is subject to the attached Terms and Conditions. The applicable Terms and Conditions are 

incorporated herein by reference. 

 

Ratings Services is pleased to have the opportunity to provide its rating opinion. For more 

information please visit our website at www.standardandpoors.com. If you have any questions, 

please contact us. Thank you for choosing Ratings Services. 

 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 
  

Standard & Poor's Ratings Services  

 

  

 

sp 

enclosure 

 

 

 

http://www.standardandpoors.com/
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Standard & Poor’s Ratings Services  

Terms and Conditions Applicable To Public Finance Credit Ratings  

General. The credit ratings and other views of Standard & Poor’s Ratings Services (“Ratings Services”) are statements 

of opinion and not statements of fact. Credit ratings and other views of Ratings Services are not recommendations to 

purchase, hold, or sell any securities and do not comment on market price, marketability, investor preference or 

suitability of any security. While Ratings Services bases its credit ratings and other views on information provided by 

issuers and their agents and advisors, and other information from sources it believes to be reliable, Ratings Services 

does not perform an audit, and undertakes no duty of due diligence or independent verification, of any information it 

receives. Such information and Ratings Services’ opinions should not be relied upon in making any investment 

decision. Ratings Services does not act as a “fiduciary” or an investment advisor. Ratings Services neither recommends 

nor will recommend how an issuer can or should achieve a particular credit rating outcome nor provides or will provide 

consulting, advisory, financial or structuring advice. Unless otherwise indicated, the term “issuer” means both the issuer 

and the obligor if the obligor is not the issuer. 

All Credit Rating Actions in Ratings Services’ Sole Discretion. Ratings Services may assign, raise, lower, suspend, 

place on CreditWatch, or withdraw a credit rating, and assign or revise an Outlook, at any time, in Ratings Services’ 

sole discretion. Ratings Services may take any of the foregoing actions notwithstanding any request for a confidential or 

private credit rating or a withdrawal of a credit rating, or termination of a credit rating engagement. Ratings Services 

will not convert a public credit rating to a confidential or private credit rating, or a private credit rating to a confidential 

credit rating. 

Publication. Ratings Services reserves the right to use, publish, disseminate, or license others to use, publish or 

disseminate a credit rating and any related analytical reports, including the rationale for the credit rating, unless the 

issuer specifically requests in connection with the initial credit rating that the credit rating be assigned and 

maintained on a confidential or private basis. If, however, a confidential or private credit rating or the existence of a 

confidential or private credit rating subsequently becomes public through disclosure other than by an act of Ratings 

Services or its affiliates, Ratings Services reserves the right to treat the credit rating as a public credit rating, 

including, without limitation, publishing the credit rating and any related analytical reports. Any analytical reports 

published by Ratings Services are not issued by or on behalf of the issuer or at the issuer’s request. Ratings Services 

reserves the right to use, publish, disseminate or license others to use, publish or disseminate analytical reports with 

respect to public credit ratings that have been withdrawn, regardless of the reason for such withdrawal. Ratings 

Services may publish explanations of Ratings Services’ credit ratings criteria from time to time and Ratings Services 

may modify or refine its credit ratings criteria at any time as Ratings Services deems appropriate. 

Reliance on Information. Ratings Services relies on issuers and their agents and advisors for the accuracy and 

completeness of the information submitted in connection with credit ratings and the surveillance of credit ratings 

including, without limitation, information on material changes to information previously provided by issuers, their 

agents or advisors. Credit ratings, and the maintenance of credit ratings, may be affected by Ratings Services’ 

opinion of the information received from issuers, their agents or advisors.  
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Confidential Information. Ratings Services has established policies and procedures to maintain the confidentiality of 

certain non-public information received from issuers, their agents or advisors. For these purposes, “Confidential 

Information” shall mean verbal or written information that the issuer or its agents or advisors have provided to 

Ratings Services and, in a specific and particularized manner, have marked or otherwise indicated in writing (either 

prior to or promptly following such disclosure) that such information is “Confidential.”  

Ratings Services Not an Expert, Underwriter or Seller under Securities Laws. Ratings Services has not consented to 

and will not consent to being named an “expert” or any similar designation under any applicable securities laws or 

other regulatory guidance, rules or recommendations, including without limitation, Section 7 of the U.S. Securities 

Act of 1933. Rating Services has not performed and will not perform the role or tasks associated with an 

"underwriter" or "seller" under the United States federal securities laws or other regulatory guidance, rules or 

recommendations in connection with a credit rating engagement. 

Disclaimer of Liability. Ratings Services does not and cannot guarantee the accuracy, completeness, or timeliness of 

the information relied on in connection with a credit rating or the results obtained from the use of such information. 

RATINGS SERVICES GIVES NO EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED 

TO, ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR USE. 

Ratings Services, its affiliates or third party providers, or any of their officers, directors, shareholders, employees or 

agents shall not be liable to any person for any inaccuracies, errors, or omissions, in each case regardless of cause, 

actions, damages (consequential, special, indirect, incidental, punitive, compensatory, exemplary or otherwise), 

claims, liabilities, costs, expenses, legal fees or losses (including, without limitation, lost income or lost profits and 

opportunity costs) in any way arising out of or relating to a credit rating or the related analytic services even if 

advised of the possibility of such damages or other amounts. 

No Third Party Beneficiaries. Nothing in any credit rating engagement, or a credit rating when issued, is intended or 

should be construed as creating any rights on behalf of any third parties, including, without limitation, any recipient 

of a credit rating. No person is intended as a third party beneficiary of any credit rating engagement or of a credit 

rating when issued. 
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December 3, 2015 

  

City of Morrison 

200 West Main Street 

Morrison, IL 61270 

Attention: Mr. Barry Dykhuizen, City Administrator 

  

Re: Morrison, Illinois, Various Series  

  

Dear Mr. Dykhuizen:  

 

 

Standard & Poor's Ratings Services ("Ratings Services") has reviewed the rating on the above-

listed obligations. Based on our review, we have raised our credit rating from "BBB-" to "BBB+" 

and changed the outlook to positive from stable. A copy of the rationale supporting the rating and 

outlook is enclosed.  

 

This letter constitutes Ratings Services’ permission for you to disseminate the above rating to 

interested parties in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. However, permission for 

such dissemination (other than to professional advisors bound by appropriate confidentiality 

arrangements) will become effective only after we have released the rating on 

standardandpoors.com. Any dissemination on any Website by you or your agents shall include the 

full analysis for the rating, including any updates, where applicable.  

 

To maintain the rating, Standard & Poor’s must receive all relevant financial and other 

information, including notice of material changes to financial and other information provided to us 

and in relevant documents, as soon as such information is available. Relevant financial and other 

information includes, but is not limited to, information about direct bank loans and debt and debt-

like instruments issued to, or entered into with, financial institutions, insurance companies and/or 

other entities, whether or not disclosure of such information would be required under S.E.C. Rule 

15c2-12.You understand that Ratings Services relies on you and your agents and advisors for the 

accuracy, timeliness and completeness of the information submitted in connection with the rating 

and the continued flow of material information as part of the surveillance process. Please send all 

information via electronic delivery to pubfin_statelocalgovt@standardandpoors.com. If SEC rule 

17g-5 is applicable, you may post such information on the appropriate website. For any 

information not available in electronic format or posted on the applicable website,  

 

Please send hard copies to:   

Standard & Poor’s Ratings Services  

Public Finance Department 

130 East Randolph Street 
Suite 2900 
Chicago, IL 60601 
tel 312-233-7000  
reference no.: 40233671  
 

 

 

mailto:pubfin_statelocalgovt@standardandpoors.com
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55 Water Street 

New York, NY 10041-0003 

 

The rating is subject to the Terms and Conditions, if any, attached to the Engagement Letter 

applicable to the rating. In the absence of such Engagement Letter and Terms and Conditions, the 

rating is subject to the attached Terms and Conditions. The applicable Terms and Conditions are 

incorporated herein by reference. 

 

Ratings Services is pleased to have the opportunity to provide its rating opinion. For more 

information please visit our website at www.standardandpoors.com. If you have any questions, 

please contact us. Thank you for choosing Ratings Services. 

 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

             
  

Standard & Poor's Ratings Services  
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  Standard & Poor’s Ratings Services  
Terms and Conditions Applicable To Public Finance Credit Ratings  

General. The credit ratings and other views of Standard & Poor’s Ratings Services (“Ratings Services”) are statements of 

opinion and not statements of fact. Credit ratings and other views of Ratings Services are not recommendations to 

purchase, hold, or sell any securities and do not comment on market price, marketability, investor preference or 

suitability of any security. While Ratings Services bases its credit ratings and other views on information provided by 

issuers and their agents and advisors, and other information from sources it believes to be reliable, Ratings Services does 

not perform an audit, and undertakes no duty of due diligence or independent verification, of any information it receives. 

Such information and Ratings Services’ opinions should not be relied upon in making any investment decision. Ratings 

Services does not act as a “fiduciary” or an investment advisor. Ratings Services neither recommends nor will 

recommend how an issuer can or should achieve a particular credit rating outcome nor provides or will provide 

consulting, advisory, financial or structuring advice. Unless otherwise indicated, the term “issuer” means both the issuer 

and the obligor if the obligor is not the issuer. 

All Credit Rating Actions in Ratings Services’ Sole Discretion. Ratings Services may assign, raise, lower, suspend, place 

on CreditWatch, or withdraw a credit rating, and assign or revise an Outlook, at any time, in Ratings Services’ sole 

discretion. Ratings Services may take any of the foregoing actions notwithstanding any request for a confidential or 

private credit rating or a withdrawal of a credit rating, or termination of a credit rating engagement. Ratings Services will 

not convert a public credit rating to a confidential or private credit rating, or a private credit rating to a confidential credit 

rating. 

Publication. Ratings Services reserves the right to use, publish, disseminate, or license others to use, publish or 

disseminate a credit rating and any related analytical reports, including the rationale for the credit rating, unless the 

issuer specifically requests in connection with the initial credit rating that the credit rating be assigned and maintained 

on a confidential or private basis. If, however, a confidential or private credit rating or the existence of a confidential 

or private credit rating subsequently becomes public through disclosure other than by an act of Ratings Services or its 

affiliates, Ratings Services reserves the right to treat the credit rating as a public credit rating, including, without 

limitation, publishing the credit rating and any related analytical reports. Any analytical reports published by Ratings 

Services are not issued by or on behalf of the issuer or at the issuer’s request. Ratings Services reserves the right to 

use, publish, disseminate or license others to use, publish or disseminate analytical reports with respect to public credit 

ratings that have been withdrawn, regardless of the reason for such withdrawal. Ratings Services may publish 

explanations of Ratings Services’ credit ratings criteria from time to time and Ratings Services may modify or refine 

its credit ratings criteria at any time as Ratings Services deems appropriate. 

Reliance on Information. Ratings Services relies on issuers and their agents and advisors for the accuracy and 

completeness of the information submitted in connection with credit ratings and the surveillance of credit ratings 

including, without limitation, information on material changes to information previously provided by issuers, their 

agents or advisors. Credit ratings, and the maintenance of credit ratings, may be affected by Ratings Services’ opinion 

of the information received from issuers, their agents or advisors.  

Confidential Information. Ratings Services has established policies and procedures to maintain the confidentiality of 

certain non-public information received from issuers, their agents or advisors. For these purposes, “Confidential 

Information” shall mean verbal or written information that the issuer or its agents or advisors have provided to Ratings 

Services and, in a specific and particularized manner, have marked or otherwise indicated in writing (either prior to or 

promptly following such disclosure) that such information is “Confidential.”  
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Ratings Services Not an Expert, Underwriter or Seller under Securities Laws. Ratings Services has not consented to 

and will not consent to being named an “expert” or any similar designation under any applicable securities laws or 

other regulatory guidance, rules or recommendations, including without limitation, Section 7 of the U.S. Securities 

Act of 1933. Rating Services has not performed and will not perform the role or tasks associated with an "underwriter" 

or "seller" under the United States federal securities laws or other regulatory guidance, rules or recommendations in 

connection with a credit rating engagement. 

Disclaimer of Liability. Ratings Services does not and cannot guarantee the accuracy, completeness, or timeliness of 

the information relied on in connection with a credit rating or the results obtained from the use of such information. 

RATINGS SERVICES GIVES NO EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED 

TO, ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR USE. 

Ratings Services, its affiliates or third party providers, or any of their officers, directors, shareholders, employees or 

agents shall not be liable to any person for any inaccuracies, errors, or omissions, in each case regardless of cause, 

actions, damages (consequential, special, indirect, incidental, punitive, compensatory, exemplary or otherwise), 

claims, liabilities, costs, expenses, legal fees or losses (including, without limitation, lost income or lost profits and 

opportunity costs) in any way arising out of or relating to a credit rating or the related analytic services even if advised 

of the possibility of such damages or other amounts. 

No Third Party Beneficiaries. Nothing in any credit rating engagement, or a credit rating when issued, is intended or 

should be construed as creating any rights on behalf of any third parties, including, without limitation, any recipient of 

a credit rating. No person is intended as a third party beneficiary of any credit rating engagement or of a credit rating 

when issued. 
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