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June 23, 2014
COUNTY OF WHITESIDE

CITY OF MORRISON

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
The Morrison City Council met in Regular Session on June 23, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Whiteside County Board Room, 400 North Cherry Street, Morrison, IL.  Mayor Everett Pannier called the meeting to order City Clerk Melanie Schroeder recorded the minutes.
Aldermen present on roll call were: Dale Eizenga, Michael Blean, Harvey Zuidema, Leo Sullivan, Marti Wood, Dave Helms and Scott Connelly.  Alderman Curt Bender was excused.
Other City Officials present included: City Administrator Barry Dykhuizen, City Attorney Tim Zollinger, City Engineer Shawn Ortgiesen and Chief of Police Brian Melton.


Mayor Pannier opened the meeting to public comment.  The public commented on the following topic: recreational vehicles on city streets.


Attorney Zollinger stated there is a piece of legislation on the Governor’s desk regarding voluminous FOIA requests.  Should the legislation pass, it would provide municipalities with some relief with large FOIA requests.



CA Dykhuizen stated the air conditioner in the community room is malfunctioning.  The repairman has been contacted and it should be repaired sometime soon.



Chief Melton stated he will be bringing some parking regulation changes to the Council at the July 14th meeting.  These regulations would be for Genesee Court and North Cherry Street at Northside School.  Chief also stated he has received 18 applications for the police officer position opening.  He anticipates interviewing two candidates this week.


Mayor Pannier commented on the two recent and successful ribbon cuttings at the Rockwood Recreational Trail and at Coz-E Corner.  He also stated that the Chamber and MADC are working diligently on promoting Morrison.



Alderman Helms moved to approve the Consent Agenda, which consisted of the following: June 9, 2014 Regular Session Minutes; Bills Payable; May 2014 Treasurer’s Report; and Request for Street Closure from the Morrison Farmers’ Market, seconded by Alderman Wood.  On a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Blean, Zuidema, Sullivan, Wood, Helms, Connelly, Eizenga) and 0 nays, the motion carried.


Action Agenda Items:

1) Alderman Blean moved to approve Resolution #14-06 – Antique Tractor Drive for a temporary street closure on Route 78 with the stipulation that the Whiteside County Farm Bureau will provide a certificate of liability insurance with the City of Morrison as named insured, seconded by Alderman Zuidema.  On a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Zuidema, Sullivan, Wood, Helms, Connelly, Eizenga, Blean) and 0 nays, the motion carried.
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2) Council discussed the request for a 1 year extension on the Compliance Commitment Agreement with the IEPA.  There is a possibility that the city may qualify for a 30 year loan with potential loan forgiveness.  Mayor Pannier and CA Dykhuizen received a phone call from the EPA with their concerns about the current rates and the ability for the city to maintain payments at the 20 year loan currently in place.  Council requested the CA ask the EPA for more details and that he get financial impact of the 20 year loan vs the 30 year loan and see if the EPA believes the city would receive the 1 year extension.
3) Alderman Eizenga moved to authorize the advertisement for bids for the replacement of curbs, sidewalks and driveway approaches from the water leak repairs, seconded by Alderman Sullivan.  On a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Sullivan, Wood, Helms, Connelly, Eizenga, Blean, Zuidema) and 0 nays, the motion carried.
4) Alderman Wood moved to authorize the execution of the agreement and related resolutions between the City of Morrison and IDOT for the removal and replacement of the IL 78 bridge over French Creek, seconded by Alderman Helms.  On a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Wood, Helms, Connelly, Eizenga, Blean, Zuidema, Sullivan) and 0 nays, the motion carried.
Other Items for Consideration and Possible Action:

1) Council reviewed the list of potential street projects, which may begin in 2015.  CA Dykhuizen will explore financing options for this project.  It is anticipated that the Winfield Street, Jackson Street and Wall Street areas could be started in 2015.  With the Orange Street and Main Street projects started in 2016.  Aldermen are encouraged to contact CA Dykhuizen and/or Director of Public Services Gary Tresenriter with questions.  
2) CA Dykhuizen spoke regarding the potential for placing a sales tax increase on this ballot in the fall 2014 election.  If given a 1% sales tax increase, this could yield the city approximately $400,000 in revenue, which would be earmarked for street maintenance/repairs.  Council will need to decide to place it on the ballot no later than the second meeting in July.  They were asked to review the data and contact CA Dykhuizen with questions.

3) Letters have been mailed to Morrison residents about the new aggregation rates.
Executive Session:

1) Pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(6) and 5ILCS 120/2(c)(5), Alderman Zuidema moved to enter Executive Session to consider the setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body and the lease or purchase of real property for the use of the public body, seconded by Alderman Wood.  On a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Helms, Connelly, Eizenga, Blean, Zuidema, Sullivan, Wood) and 0 nays, the motion carried.  Executive Session began at 8:15 p.m.

2) Regular Session resumed at 8:22 p.m.  There was no action as a result of Executive Session.
Mayor Pannier stated there may be a special meeting held in the near future to discuss the extension of the Compliance Commitment Agreement and to possibly approve the hiring of a new police officer.


Being no further business, Alderman Blean moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Alderman Eizenga.  On a voice vote, the motion carried.
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Mayor Pannier adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m.
Approved:  







_________________________________








Everett Pannier
Mayor
Melanie T. Schroeder

City Clerk 

